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*8 TANT & CONSTANT.
SOLICITORS.

HARVEY L. CONSTANT. R. A. PARKIN.

TELEGRAMS: TWOCONSTS,STOCK, LONDON.
TELEPHONES: AVENUE 1191.

(PRIVATE BRANCH EXCHANGE)

-17

BALTIC EXCHANGE CHAMBERS,

24, ST. MARY AXE,

LONDON, E.C.3.

N,..--

AB/GB. 28th May,

For attention

1947.

of Mr. Cable.

Sir,

re s. s. Kora"

We refer to
and quote as follows
from Avvocato Neill:

our
the

telephone
contents

conversation of1
of a cable which

this morning
Te have received

"KORA ARRESTED FOR FIFTEEN HUNDRED POUNDS
-CAPITAL INTEREST COSTS STOP YOUR LETTER
TWENTYFIRST RECEIVED POSITION NOTE BUT
OWNERS ENTITLED OBTAIN RELEASE VESSEL AGAINST
BlL"t

You will
amount of

see that the
the claim of

"Kora" has now been r
Norton & Co. Lisbon.

s-arrested for the

We have also received instructions from Howard Tenens, Ltd.
this morning to effect a new arrest of the "Kora" in connection
with disbursements incurred at Antwerp amounting to £340.18.4.
The claimant in that case is Agence Maritime De Keyser Thornton
S.A. of 43, Longme Rue Neuve, Antwerp, and the necessary instructions
have been sent to Avvocato Neill telegraphically to-day.

We will keep you advised.

We have the honour

Sir,

Yo r obedient Servants,

The Under-Secretary
Foreign Office,
Eastern Department,
Whitehall,
S.W.l.

of State,

to be,
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TANT & CONSTANT.
SOLICI TORS.

HARVEY L..CONSTANT. R.A.PARKIN.

TELEGRAMS: TWOOONSTS,STOCK, LONDON.

TELEPHONES: AVENUE 1191.
(PRIVATE BRANCH EXCHANGE)

E 474'A4

CONFIDIT kr"

EXCHANGE CHAMBERS,

4, ST. MARY AXE,

LONDON, E.C.3.

Lip13 2nd June,

Sir,
Re:- wKORa"

For attention of
MR.CAB

Vie enclose herewith, for your file, copies

of two letters we have received from Avvocato Neill,

together with copy of our acknowledgement.

:e do not think there is much we can
(.j attention to the final paragraphs

of the .9th Liay.

add except
in ;r. Neill's

r. Cable will recollect that we discussed with

him whether or not the claim for necessaries ranked as

a .aritiime Lien against afship, accordingg to Italian Law.

The answer appears to be yes if the necessaries

claim is notmore than six months old and this means,

so we understand it, that in the even of the sale of.

this vessel, vhich is subject to an outstanding necessaries

claim, subject to the time limitation, the claimant

has the right to proceed against the vessel notwithstanding

the change of ownership and provided of course 
that e

arrest was made at an Italian port.

ise have the honour to

The Under-Secretary ofL
Foreign Office,

(Eastern Branch
Whitehall,

q. W.l.

be, Sir,

State,

ur obedient ervE
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-C OPY

DAVID S. NEILL.
AVVOCATO.

Q

Viale Brigata
Bisagno c-1 5

GKNOA,
I tlal1-

28th Mat, 1947

-essrs.
24, f..
London

Cost ant &
Mary Axe,
E.-C.3.

Constant

Dear -Sirs,
- Your ref. ABIKB.

I confirm my yesterday 's cable reading:

"KORA ARnLESTED FOR FIFTEEN HUNDRED POUNDS CAPITAL INTEREST COSTS
STOP YOUR LETER TZUEITYFIRST RECEIVED POSITION NOTED BUT OWNERS
ENTITLED OBTAIN RELEASE VES L AGAINST BAIL."r

On the 22nd inc.t. I was called up by the British Consulate
General inquiring whether I had received instructions from London
regarding this vessel. I informed them of your cable of the 20th
inst. and was told that they had instructions from the Foreign
Office to lend me such assistance as might be required. I was
glad of this since the data I possessed were not sufficient to
enable me to anply for an order of arrest. I thereupon asked
the Consulate to write me an official letter, the terms whereof
I drafted, with the particulars contained in your cable, and
instructing me to dto whatever under Italian law Eight be necessary
to protect the interests of Messrs. Norton & Co.Ltd. Yith this
letter in hand in addition to your cable, 1 was able to obtain
without delay the order of arrest, which was effected yesterday
morning.

The total aount
arrest is for £.1500.
interest and costs.

of your Clients'
the difference

claim is £972.2.8- but the
standing as guarantee for

Your letter of the 21st inst,
therein reached.me yesterday morni
information you have given me I me
who know all about the matter of
to keep the information private an
however that under Italian law th
obtain the release of the vessel b
for which she has been arrested, a
that the owner Mir. Gasparinatos is
tomorrow from Cairo.

with documents referred to
.n. Concerning the confidential
nioned it to the British Consul,
course, and have requested me
d confidential. I advised them,
e owners would be entitled to
y suplying bail in the amount
nd teat I had been informed
expected to arrive in Genoa

/If

7
,

S. s. "KORA"

r

f

1



-2-

If L Gasparinatos should approach me on the question of
.urnishii bail I propose to insist that it should be given in
'London. e could not legally refuse, of course, to release the
vessel. on. bail being supplied.

I shall keep you duly advised, of all further, development s.

Yoursf aithfully

(Sgd) D. Neill.
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DAVID S. 'NILL.
AWVOCATO. Viala i3rigata

9h sa no ,
I .ALY.

29th May , 19470.

Messrs. Constant
24 St . ±.ary Axe
London, E.U.3

Dear Sirs,

& Constant

"KOIRA"

I have received your cable of the

"AIRIZAIiED YOU 21ST COLMPLIE DOSSIER 3TOP'
EFFECT ARRLT £LTO T1EETHER CIAIM RANKS AB

27th reading:

CABLE IF BLE
.Ai ITIE LIEN".

which crossed mine of that same date informing you that

the arrest had been effected.

I have received also your further cable of the 8th

reading:
T' r 're' ULAC L D I iLR 1II±'

"AIRMAILING VCUCHERS SUPPORTiIN G RThLAII BUEMN
ITWER? Ti'OTALLY £340 APPROXI LATELY CLAILAN'S AENCE- ILRITIE

IDE KEY5iR ThORNITON 2 A 43 LON1UE RJE iVU'JVE A "RP STOP

PLEASE ARR72T KORA ULENDIG PROVISION BAIL."'

Regardin the arrest for this other claim, I propose

acting in such a manner as to effect it only when the first

arrest is about to be lifted when payment is made or bail supplied;

the object beine to detail the vesse here as long as possible

in order to a ssist as best we can the . ritish Autorities.

These claims for disbursements are in the nature of course,

of maritime liens under Italian law, and rank in the th (last)

category ix. The lien stands good for six months as from the

date on which the disbursemients weie made.

Yours faithfully,

D. NEILL

Genoa.

(Sgd)
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CONSTANT & CONSTAN1. 24, St. Mary Axe,
London, L. .3.

AH/B. 2nd June, 194'?.

Dear sir,

We are today in receipt of your airmail letters
of the 28th and 29th ultimo, for both of which we
are obliged.

We have tken careful note of all youywrite,
and we, of course, fully appreiate that if adequate
bail is ttbred on behalf of the owners of the "Kor&',
that tesse would have to be released.

We note and entirely approve the method you have
proposed for dealing with th second arrest on behalf of
Agence Mritime do Kyser Thornton.

hWe are obliged to you for your promise to keep
us advised.

Your faithfully,

(Sgd) Constant & Constant.

David 6 . Neill, Esq.,alvocato,
Viale$rigata,Bisagno 6,

QENQA
ULL'LL v
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Cypher/OTP.

FROM PANAMA TO FOREIGN IOFFEE.
'-

His Maje sty' s
No. 68*
2nd June 1947.

Charge d'Affaires.
D. 5.55
R. 2.10

W: W: W:W:W 3,t

/L e3/l~ t

Daily Mirror article.

I am writing today [p. undec.]
reactions [gps. undec. ? but hey] seem.
died down.

about local
to have

AN;'r 4 YJ /

V,. ..

p.m.
a.m.

2nd
3rd

June
June

1947.
1947.

Your telegram No.68.
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(h 6/143/47)

HISMajesty's A ?bassador at Athens
pe nts his compliments to H , . ;- .,. A.
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned

documents.

British..........F4)5. J......... E 4 77
A e iven s

..............:......:.....1947

Reference to previous correspondence

. .O. tel: 1153 of May 26th
Description of Enclosure.

Name and Date.

N\ote to R.H .M.F.A.
22/5/47

Subject.

Illegal Jeish
Illnigr ant s

3479A 30582-1 (8)

i
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BRITISH SMBAS~Y

(47No23

Hi
compliments to the R
with reference to t
xcellency Monsieur

the co-operation of
1n dndeavours to pro
Palestine, have the
~He llenic Government

ATH9NS.

Ls Britannic Majesty ' s mbasgr present
oyal Hellenic Ministry for Foreign Affai
he Note No. 22834 of the 3rd April from
Tsaldaris to Sir Clifford Norton, conce
all departments of the Royal Hellenic G

hibit the flow of illegal immigrants int
honour to request the assistance of the

in the following matter.

their
rs and,
His
ring
overnment

:byal

The s. s. "Anal" left Sete in the south of France inballast early this month and embarked a cargo of 372 illegal Jewish
immigrants secretly in Prance or Italy very shortly afterwards. Thevessel put into Palermo and, while there, the master claimed that herdestination was Alexandria. His Majesty's Government have now been
informed by the 'gyptian Government that no Egyptian visas for this

party have been aithorised. This information merelyserves to
corroborate the pr evious evidence that the ship was engaged in the
illegal immigration traffic, which had already been confirmed by the
fact of he-' secret embarkation of Jews.

The "Anal" left Palermo on May 19th to continue her
voyage eastwasa, and His Maajesty's mbassy have now been informed
that she is a t present a t sea between Sicily and Palestine, that she mayrun short of fuel, and that it is possible that she will put into aport in Crete or some other part of Greece. His Majesty's embassy have
therefore been instructed by His Majesty's Principal Secretary of Statefor Ioreign Affairs to request the Royal Hellenic Government to be

so good
that no
a Greek

as to give im:ediate instructions to Greek port authorities
fuel is to be supplied to the s.s. "Analt, if she puts in at
port.

The known net tonnage of te s. s. "Anal" is
it is clear that she can not carry this number a passengers wi
viola ting the International Convention for the Safety of Life
1930.

159 and
thout
at Sea,

rhe f
as given above, have been
Consul General in London f

acts at the di
brought to the
or the informa

sposal
a t 1ent

tion of
being asked to have the ship detained at the next port of call. It
is believed that the Gov-ernmnent of Panama will then a ish to cancel the
Pinamanian. registration of the vessel.

The owners of the vessel are the Compania Anal
Provencial S.A. of Panama, one of the directors of which is a certain
Greek subject named Pilides. In view of the fact that the ship has

been clearly shown to be crying illegal im grants to Palestine, and inview of the virtual certainty that her gross overloading is a breach
of the International Convention for the Safety of Life a t Sea, His
Majesty's Embassy have been directed by His Majesty's Principal
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to bring all the above informationto the notice of the Rdyal Hellenic Government and to urge the letter
to take the strongest possible action against the Greek subject Pilides.

His Majesty's Tibassy avail themselves of this
opportunity to renew to the R cyal Hellenic Ministry for Foreign Affairs
the:: assurance of their highest consideration.

of H
ion
his

is Majesty's Govrrnen
of the Panamanian
Government who are

22nd lay 1947
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2t a 41947

Dear p .rtment,/

Foreign Office telegram No.381
about the steamer "GALATA" which was
engaged in the illegal irYmmigration
traffic into Palestine.

of Foreign
we sent ac
such cases,
Officer in

--- 'ay be of i
enclose a C

ta note
Affairs
opy, as

tC) the
I s tanbul
nterest
opy.

t 

e

P 7

to

Yours

the Ministry
instructed and
normally do in
sport Control
His reply to u
you and we

ever,

CHANC ER

Southern Department,
Foreign Office,
LO.ON 3.'1.1.

S
L

'7

s

. . n.r v ".r. w

r

h Gft&l
a



British Embassy,
ISTANBUL.

23rd May 1947.

Dear Samuel,

your
s.s.

Your 18/18/47
despatch No.163 to
"GALATA".

It may interest
Lloyd's agent here about t
His reply is that there is
Turkish Shipping Register.

of 14-th May
the Turkish

you

no

to know

identity
vessels

attaching a
M.F.A. about

that we
of this

of this

copy of
the

consulted
vessel.

name in the

On the other hand Lloyd's agent says it is
possible that the s.s. "G.LiTA" may recently have been
purchased abroad .by a Turkish shipowner and that the
latter nay have been authorised by some Turkish Consulate
abroad to fly the Turkish flag, and even to show Istanbul
as- the port of registry, in order to make a single voyage
to Turkey for purposes of official registration. This
appears to be normal practice, though in this instance as in
many others affecting ships of other nationalities, the
vessel was in all probability deviated to Palestine.

We know
certain Naim Molvarn
(our A/482 of 18th
shipment of illegal
ports to Palestine.
Marseilles on 10th
in our records that
may well have had a
to Palestine.

of at least one Turk
, who is implicated
April 1947 refers)

Jewish immigrantsI
Naim Molvan last

February 1946 and tI
he has since return
hand in despatchinc

ish shipowner, a
with Stefano D'Andria

in organising the
from Mediterranean
left Istanbul for
here is no indication
ned to Turkey. He
g the s.s. "GALATA"

(ad)
Yours ever-,,,

CHR IS JOWETT

A..C I .iSamuel, Es
British Embassy,
ANKARA.
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WA IIN(TON 8, D. C.

9 $thMay 1947
SECRET :5

Ref: G124/ /47

Dear Department,

Please refer to para 6 of your telegram
No.5089 of 22nd May concerning publicity for the
illegal immigration traffic.

The head of the Jewish Agency here, Eliahu

Epstein, told Bromley recently that they were well

aware of the efforts HM.G. are making to secure the

co-operation of European governments in the prevention
of this traffic, "since nothing is secret in Europe".

He said that the Agency was strongly opposed to the

type of incitement contained in Ben Hecht's letter

to the terrorists but that they would oppose us all

the way on illegal immigration.

He indicated that the Bergson group was

making strong efforts to obtain Congressional support

to prevent an official U.S. announcement condemning
incitement to murder, but that this move would not

obtain general Zionist support. Bromley gathered
however that if it were proposed to enlarge the

condemnation to include aid for illegal immigration,
Zionist opinion might be mobilised against third.

Although we do not yet know whether the Administration

is prepared to help us, we foresee that they will

think twice before going so far as we would wish in

condemning all the types of activity of which we

have been complaining so long.

We would prefer that this information should

Eastern Department, /be

Foreign Office,
London, S.W.l.



be treated as confidential and not be made use of,
since Epstein has throughout been friendly and ready
to talk frankly about Zionist views.- and often
intentions. We have fairly frequent contact with
him and we get the impression that he is one of
those who, while strongly pro-Zionist, genuinely regrets
the present state of relations between the British
and the Jews. We would therefore prefer that it
should not be known that he does at times give us
confidentially and informally items of information
such as the above.

We are sending a copy of this letter fo
Jerusalem.

Yours ever,

CHANCERY

.. .,,.
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FRCK XARSEIIJ'S TO GR N OflCE

His Xajesty's Consul

5th June

Repeated

General

1947

D. 6.59. p. m. 5th J e 1947

R. 2,20.a.m.6th June 197

to Par:s

1:1:1;

Your telegram No:

Secret.

Jewish

61.

Immigration.

in ballast

Genoa.

Northlands sailed from
at 6 p.m. June 3rd.

Foreign Office

[Repeated to

[Copy sent
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Bout for Genoa
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e4AA/lo

No.-0-988
4@ 7i ~nL.rtre 3rd .June

CONFIDENTIAL 07

Confirming our telephone conversation

when you were good enough to inform me that

intercepted in Palestinian waters and will b

H.M.Government, I have now the pleasure to r

communication dated the 19th May. .

of this
the S.S.
e confis
efer to

morning
"ANAL" was
cated by
your

From the investigation which I have carried out, I 
have

come to the conclusion that Mr. Pilides, who formed the Panamanian

shipping Company owning the steamer, "Compania Anal Provencial S.A.

should bear the blame.

'I

The above mentioned company was constituted quite reallyy

through the good offices of a well known firm of solicitors, Messrs.

Boastant & Constant, 24, St. Mary Axe, London E.C.3- The registra-

tion ofTevessel was also effected through them but the solicitors

acted only as go-betweens, representing their clients 
Mr. Pilides.

They were - as was this Consulate General- the victims of the bad

faith of Mr. Pilides.

There can be no doubt that Mr.

with the intention of disposing of it

will recall your suspicions about thi

had an interview with Mr. Pilides who

any transaction with doubtful people.

that the vessel had been damaged and

and that if he received a good offer

whatever the issue. I warned him then

consequences.

Pilides purchased this vessel
in the way he has done.You

s vessel earlier this year.I
was duly warned not to make

Mr. Pilides informed me then
was costing him a lot of money
for it he would dispose of it,
i that he would have to bear the

As far as this office is concerned Mr. Pilides is from now

on, persona non grata, and never again will he place another vessel

under the Panamanian flag.I sincerely regret that we were unable to

stop the vessel in time. I wish to thank you, on behalf of my Govern-

ment your help in preventing further disagreable news 
in the press

in connection with such incidents. Or if they have to be published,

the co-operation of the Government through this Consulate should be

also published.

A

e 1947

1|

. ... _ . /..r.



I am conveying to the Government what you have told me about
the s.s.NORTH LANDS". I have since obtained confirmation that
this vessel is definately not .umger e Pa aman .an Flag..

I would also like to confirm what I said with reference to Mr.
Fokias..f.- rCad ff. This gen leruan pd1 his brother have now
severed all connections with the "Coipania Maritima Geo junior,
S.A. ", also of Pdriama,and are now the sole owners ~of- the steamers
"Lowestoft" and "Shoreham". -I am following their activities very
closely but I am afarid that I cannot act- only on suspicions.
I personnally believe that the Fokias BrotIhers are in the clear.
I cannot say the same about the Directors which now have control
of the "Compania Maritima Geojunior"; however, there again I nave
not sufficient evidence to refuse a proper application.

s 2:tD IN O.B

J JJ i se o A. Morales

I L NT TO DEP

FoS.Beith, Esq.W
Foreign Office, S. W.1
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S /Am/B.17

'"*"e""sh Consulate General, Li

30thay 1947.

With reference to mV despatch No: 23 of 1th Iebruary

regarding the call of the Hondu ranian Steamship "ULUA"' at Aliera:

on 8th February, I have the honour to report that, in addition to
the visit which I made to the Prefect of Algiers about this matter,

I took an early opportunity of requesting tha Governor General of

Algeria to prevent the illegal embarkation of clandestine immigrants
to Palestine from Algerian ports.

2. From information received from H.M. Consul General, Tunis,
on 26th April I wrote to the Securite Gnrale stating that it had

been reported that a group of over one hundred Jew were suppose& to

have left Tunisia for Algeria in hopes of eventually reaching Palest-

ine and repeated the request already made that precautions be taken

to stop people embarking who had not their papers in order, particularly

when it was a case of ships which were not on a regular passenger run.

At the same time I called upon them accompanied by Mr. Vice Consul Peel,

the head of Visa- Section, and discussed the position generally. We

informed them that it was known that there was a large Jewish recreation

camp near Tenes but that, while this camp appeared to be run along

proper lines, it might have some connection with collecting Jews there

to get them away to Palestine as opportunity offered. We therefore

asked for a very special watch to be kept upon that particular part of
the coast.

3. Shortly after the above visit I received a letter from the

Governor General of Algeria in which he stated that he had issued

instructions to all authorities concerned to apply the regulations

strictly and that any attempted departure from Algeria would be

prevented as regards persons whose papers were not in order or as

regards attempts at clandestine emigration.

4. I have recently had several very friendly conversations with

the Governor General in which he confirmed the above points and there

is no doubt that the French authorities are now wide awake to the pos-

ition and are co-operating to the best of their abilities as the follow-

ing information obtained from a highly reliable source will show.

5. A vessel, name unknown and flying no flag, cruised off the

port of Tenes, which lies 150 miles to the west of Algiers, during

daylight on 10th May. 'During the evening she proceeded inshore and

anchored about one cable's length off the coast in the Bay of Tararnia,

which is near the Jewish Holiday Camp> bearing the name: "Accueil et

Sant& par le Camping" ("Welcome: and Health through Camping") - a. quite

unexpected version of the Nazi "Strength through Joy" idea. The local

coast-guard had watched this ship's movements with suspicion in view of

the instructions received from the Government General and during the

hours. of darkness two trucks and a motor-car containing 79 Jews from

the holiday camp were stopped by gendarmes on. their way making towards

the Bay of Tararnia. Their occupants were taken to Tenes for interro-

gation, but released after a sufficient delay. The ship left during

the night at about 2.00 a.m. without having been able to embark anyone.

6. This may have been the same ship as that stated to be the

"Annanidree flying the Panamanian flag, which, however, cannot be

traced. from Lloyds Register, and sighted on 12th May off Bort Gueydon,

which lies about 100 miles east of Algiers. It is stated that she

His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State / had

for Foreign Affairs,

etc., etc., etc., -

Foreign Office, LONDON, S.W. 1.



'it

had on board. 130 persons of various nationalities and that the name

of the Captain of the ship was Captain Nicolatoff. On the following

day at dawn she left for Dellys, further west, where she remained at

anchor for about one hour, leaving that port eventually at 19.30 hours

in the evening. This ship was not boarded and exanine& although the

French Navy were preparing to send a motor--launch from the nearby

port of Bougie to try and find out what she was up to.

7 In addition to the above-mentioned camp it is said that the

"Ferme Douieb", a farm near Blida, about 25 miles inland to the west

of Algiers, is serving as a collecting centre for Jews mostly from

Morocco who wish to get away to Palestine. I am, however, informed

by the Governor General himself as well as from other sources that in

view of what has happened as regards their failure to get away from

Algeria, feeling that they are being watched, and that the Algerian

authorities will do their best to frustrate any future attempts,

already quite a number of Jews has returned to Morocco and also to

Tunisia, greatly disappointed that the promises of the organisers of

these camps to get them away to Palestine within any reasonable period

appear to be unrealisable.

8. The friendly attitude of Mr. Yves Chataigneau, the Governor

General, and of the Algerian authorities under his orders appears to

b st helpful and satisfactory as regards preventing clandestine

emigration to Palestine and I have their assurance that they'll

keep me fully informed as to any future developments.

9. A copy of this despatch is being sent to His Majesty' s

Ambassador at Paris, to the Commander-in--Chief, Mediterranean, and

to His Majesty's Consuls General at Rabat and Tunis.

I have the honour to be,
With the highest respect,

Sir,
Your most obedient, humble Servant,
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FOREIGN 0PPICi, 8.w.1.
OUT FILE lthjane, 1947.

( 7 8 V31)
09SECRET

I have Jsoeived your despateh No. 64 of30th ayj, in wbioh joi reported the action youhad taken to prevea the departure from Algeriaof would be illegal iunleiats to Pals.mtin.

2. Your despatch has been read withinterest in this department and I am gratet for7our pwo pt and effective action in this matter.

I am

Your obedient Servant,
(For the Secretary of tate)

R. Darrell WIlson, Esq.,
etc., etc., etc,,

Alers.
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FROM ROME TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Sir N Charles
-No. l07

7th June, 1947,

Repeated to Pa'is
/,__

/ /
IMamEIAT

Your telegram No. 1097

Ei4800

. Jewish Ille a magin_

erts have just received word that ship
Nort sailed from Port Du Bouc on June 3rd in ballast
bound ostensibly for Genoa. She was to-day reported at
Port Du Bouc to be flying the Manama flag.

2. 1 have warned the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
that this ship is probably in Italian waters and have
given them the information in your telegram to me No. 1097
urging that if the ship is found to be flying false
Panama colours she should immediately be arrested.

5. Meanwhile the ship may of course appear under
Swedish colours and I should be glad to learn urgently
whether you have approached or are approaching the
Swedish Goverment with a view to having her detained
for verification (see paragraph 5 of my telegram No. 1175).

Please repeat to Paris as my telegram No. 111.

[Repeated to Paris]

,y7.

D.12.01 p.m. 7th June,

R. 5.20 p.m. 7th June,

1947.

1947.

1 .~ uf~wn~nr .wr..I

K
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TOP SEC

72/290/47

491 7 sy,

Paris.

Atl-.Jvune, 1947.

I wonder whether any decision was taken on
Washington telegram No.2943 of 19th May suggesting
publicity on the subject of Jewish illegal immigration.

In this country it could do no harm, though we
cannot expect any very startling results. It is
worth trying but the only way to get any such publicity
in France will be if agency messages are received
reporting publicity in the United Kingdom. It would
of course be essential for the publicity to be factual
but interesting enough for correspondents to want to
telegraph it.

It would be desirable (a) to concentrate on
information showing up the inhuman r8le played by the
organisers of this traffic, and (b) not to take the
initiative in launching a publicity campaign from this
Embassy at a moment when we are negotiating on this
subject with the French Government. If, however,
you authorise publicity in the United Kingdom we could
do useful work hre. by answering questions, by dis-
creetly briefing British correspondents and by feeding
background information to provincial press officers.
For this purgose-we should need hard facts and if
possible some exclusive information.

I We should
actual measures
to help us.

I am ending
at Washington and

J.G.S. BeithfEsq.W,
Foreign Office,S.W.l.

of course have to avoid giving away the
being taken by the French authorities

a copy of this letter to Denis Allen
Jack Ward at Rome.
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Mr. Coulson,
British Embassy,

Paris.

Copy to:

Mr. Allen,
Washington.

Mr. Ward, Rome.

~h5 ou ne 9LE

( June , 1947.3

TOP SECRET

e -L.

As I gather Ashley ClArke is on leave,

I write to you in reply to his letter

No. 72/290/47 of June 4th, about publicity

on the subject of Jewish illegal immigration.

We have been giving a good deal of

consideration to this whole question and

you will have been our circular telegram

of May 22nd, addressed to you

as Foreign Office telegram No. 1164 Saving
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OUT iLE
49 7/8/3) oa1EGN Or I;ca,a

18th Jne, 1947.

SIgather AhleyG Clarke is on leave, £ write o en inreply to his letter No.7/290/47 of 4th June, about public o g
on the ab;jeot of Jewish illegal i mmgration.

We have been giving a good deal of considerationt 111iwhole question and you will have seon our iroular te1egra of22nd Mag, addressed to you as Foreign office telegram 'o.1164
Saving, which was designed to prepare the ground for the daeM a .ohof further Materil to posts abroad. Tho prepration o, f iismaterial is being co-ordinated by our Information Policy
2)epartment, with the helpo ' the varioua Government Dep ,xr-me
represented on the Official. Committee on Illegal Immingrat nto Palestize. The News Depairtment are also placing whatmaterial thec an with journalists. here. As .shley

Ingested, wWant to conoentra te on the seamy side of the raft±e,the substantial rofits rmade byeshp-owneraand agent a outl:; hedistrOSs of Jewish refugees and the ruthless exploitation ofthese
people for £Pali t ioal purposes. We have made it clear to allconcerned that we should not publioise our repreetati one toforeign Governmenta since the effect of auchj publioity would bewhat the : oath A, rioans eloquently describe as "contra r .,ouente".

#4 have not for the present ben able to send outt muchmaterial, It will be much easier to do so when suitable material
has begun to appear in the British (and United states) prec,;.

I a' sending copies of this letter to Denis Allen at'ashington and to Jack Ward in Rome.

J.E.Cou:lson,Beg, P C."M. C.

Pariis.



(.4917/83/31) PIREIGN :F)ICEt, .W 1

18th Jne, .19141.

As I gather Ashley Glarke is on leave, I write to yoa inreply t o his letter No.72/290/47 of 4th June, about public-! yon the subject of Jewish illegal immigration,

'WYe have been giving a good deal of considerationL o hiswhole question and you will have seen our airoular telegra of22nd May, addressed to you as Foreign Office telegram No.l64
Saving, which was designed to prepare the ground for the dh ,i a chof further mnaterial to posts abroad. The preparation o& hLimaterial is being co-ordinated by our Information PolicyDepartment, with the help of the various Government DeprlmenLir'epresented on the Official Commitee on Illegal mmigrat fnto Palostine. The News Department are also placing whatmaterial they ean with journalits here. As ashleyigested, we want to concentrate on the seanr side of the.afthe suibst1anial )ro) its made by shpowners and agents t~ af thedistress of Jewish refugees and the ruthless exploitation 4f thesepeople f or political purposes. We have made i t clear to allconcerned that we should not publicise our representations toforeign Govornmonts, since the effect of such publicity wrould bewhtt the -uth Amricans eloquently .describe as "'contra produente"

d have not for the present been able to send out muchmaterial. It will be much easier to do so when suitable material-has begun LLo appear in the British (and United States) prosE.

I a sending copies of this letter to Denis Allen atSashington and 'o Jack Ward in Rome.

(J.G.s.Beith)

J.Recoulson, Esc., C. M, ,.

Paris.
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TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS : INLAND : HOWTENAX, ALD, LONDON
FOREIGN : HOWTENAX, LONDON

(scoTT's
CODES A.B.C. 6TH EDITION

CDEBOE
NEW DOE

DIRECTORS
NORMAN H. FOSTER
R. W. MCFARLANE
B. M. MCGOWAN
D. P. SINNOTT

HOWARD TEN ENS,
SHIP BROKERS

LIMITED.

BEVIS MARKS HOUSE,

DPS/AR/N

The Under-Secretary of
Foreign Office,
LONDON, S.W.l.

t E

Stat;-

4955R!
9th(tjIf

BEVIS MARKS,

LONDON,
June 1947.

E.C.3.

Attention Lr.Cable.

Sir,

Confirming
particular that
extract of a pri
Co.Ltd.,Lisbon,

our telephone conversations of last week, in
of Saturday morning, we give you hereunder an
vate letter from Mr.Elliot Norton of Norton &
to our Mr.N.H.Foster:-

"There is one
"it in my telegr
"letter to you,
"the F.O. When
"on behalf of th
"expenses, etc.
"I think that al
"tainly be paid
"take this matte
"with you and, as
"this confirmed

point
lam and
both of
I agree
e F.O.,
would b
1 expen
to us b
r up wi
Mo ckford

by him".

I would like to stress and I mentioned
also in my private and confidential
which must have reached you through

d with Mockford to do what we are doing
it was agreed that all Solicitors'

e for account of H.M.G. and therefore
ses incurred in this matter should cer-
y the F.O. You will no doubt be able to
th the gentleman who has been in contact

is in England at present you can get

We gathered from our telephone conversations that you are
unable to find any record of the agreement mentioned above, but
that you will be communicating with the Embassy in Lisbon and
we await your news .

Yours faithfully,
For HOWARD TENENLIMLL'ED.

Direct or.
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Registry
No. E4955/84/31

Secret.

.

The Chancery,
H.M. Embassy,

Lisbon.

From:

Eastern Dept.

{) r'

4-4'UT FILE

AiAs
SECRET

Dear Chancery,

y4

Will you ease refer to

our telegram No. 309 oil 21st

the legal immigrant ship "Kora".

2. You will remember that, in

your telegram No. 331, you informed us that

the KoraA left Lisbon owing approximately

£ W00 to Norton/Co. Ltd. of Lisbon, and

suggested that we should make use of their

good offices to put an arrest on her for this

amount. As you know, we adopted this

suggestion, which proved to be most useful,

and the Kora is still detained at Genoa.

3. We have now received a letter

from Messrs. Howard Tenens dated the 9th

June, of which-we enclose a copy] We got

inouhw ithPMokfori

states that he never

to' asar-a. Norton & C

grateful if you 4uld

Norton & Co. how this

arisen. This is obvi

question since, altho

any way- to discourage

d about this, and he

gave any such assurance

o. We would" be

ascertain from Messrs.

misunderstanding has

ously rather a delicate

ugh we do not wish in

Me~sae1T Norton & Co.,

we have no authority to sanction such

expenditure. Messrs. Howard Tenens and

their London solicitors', Messrs. Constant &

Constant, have proved most energetic and

their assistance has been exceedingly

helpful. We are anxious, therefore, to clear

up this misunderstanding as soon as possible.
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4. It would be-

far Mesas. Norton.

additional

Would they no

proceedings

expense

interesting to know how

& Co. have incurred

solely on our account.

t, in any case, have taken

for recovery ofo the debts owed to

them?

Yours ever

EASTERN DEPARTME[T.
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OUT FILE
FORAI GN OFFICE ,L%1,

(H 4955/84/31) 19th June, 1947.

Dear Chancery,

mill you please refer to our telegram No. 369 of 21st
May to Genoa about the Jewish illegal Iaigrant ship
"Kora",

2. You will remember that, in your telegram No. 331,
you informed us that the Kora had left Lisbon owing
approximately £1,000 to Norton and Company Limited of
Lisbon, and suggested that we should make use of their
good offices to put an arrest on her for this amount. As
you know, we adopted this suggestion, which proved to be
most useful, and the Kora is still detained at Genoa.

3. We have now received aletter from Messrs. Howard
Tenens dated the 9th June, of which we enclose a copy,
about solicitors' expenses. 'e got in touch with Rockford
about this, and he states that he never gave any such
assurance to Norton and Company Limited. Je should be
grateful if you would ascertain from Norton and
Company Limited how this misunderstanding has arisen. This
is -obviously rather a delicate question since, although
we do not wish in any way to discourage Norton and Company
Limited we have no authority to sanction such expenditure.
Messrs. Howard Tenens and their London solicitors, Messrs.
Constant and Consta~nt, have proved most energetic and
their assistance has been exceedingly helpful, de are
anxious, therefore, to clear up this misunderstanding
as soon as possible.

4. It would be interesting to know how far Norton
and Company Limited have incurred additional expense
solely on our account. Would they not, in any case, have
taken proceedings for recovery of the debts owed to
them?

Yours ever,

B riTRN DEIPRTMENT

The Chancery,
British Embassy,

Lis bon.
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NSULADO GENERAL DE COSTA RICA

EN LONDRES.

TELEPHONE : CLERKENWELL 5841-2

PRINCES HOUSE, 95, GRESHAM STREET,

LONDON, E.C.2

t-

The Under Secretary of State
Foreign Office
Whitehall. S.W.

Sir:

which I

sailing

detained

so that

I take the liberty of enclosing Copy of a Protest

have received from the Captain of the ss"Colony Trader"

under the Costa Rican Flag, which vessel has been

i at Gibraltar.

I shall be glad to have your reply to these allegations

I may keep my Government fully inkrared

I am , Sir,
Your obedient Servant

Con 1
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S . S . COLONY TRADER"
GIBRALTAR,

27th May, 1947.

His Excellency,
The Ambassador

London.

Your Excellency,

for Costa Rica,

Rican s.s. 'COLONY
of the 19th instant
Coal Controller on

I beg to inform you that my
TRADER", arrived at Gibraltar
for bunker coal but -his was

instructions from London.

steamer, the Costa
on the morning
refused by the

soldiers were
placed under
traffic with

On the
put on board

detention on
Palestine.

night of the 23rd
by the Authorities

suspicion that she

instant
and st

will be

a number of
earner was
used on illegal

I hereby strongly protest for this detention
as we are at present on a lawful voyage from Jacsonville(U.S.A)
via Bermuda and Madeira with a cargo of scrap tyres, loaded at
the first named port, for Genoa, which cargo is properly documented,
and I would be much obliged if you will kindly convey my protest
to the proper Authorities.

I would farther
I have no kn5wldge whatsoever that
illegal traffic, and to rove this
involved in any illegal traffic, Ic
at Gibraltar for bunke sby repleni
take steamer to Genoam where she is

like to bring to your notice that
steamer will be used for any
statement and that I am in no way
c>uld easily have avoided calling
sing at dadeira sufficient to
bound.

I have the honour to be, Excellency,
Your obedient Servant,

(signed) .:.....

Mas ter s. s.TTCOLONY TRADER"

For your information
above strain to the

I have written a letter
Consul for 2osta Rica at

on the
Gibraltar.

P.S.

W
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UR " OE
FOREIGN OFICE , 3,W,1,.

16th June, 1947.

(E 499i/4/61)

I enclose a copy of a letter from the Costa RioenDonsum Genral in Londn, forwarding a protest from themaster of the 8..3. "Colony Trader" against the detentionof this ship in Gibraltar.

I should b grattful for your views on the repytobe returned to thia letter I suppose that we sholdrefer to the 8hps (Detention) Ordinanoe 1947, but weshould like to know in whet terms you think we should doso.

7&+-L4 -ALe../

(J.8. Beith)

Colornlal otdioe.

AL

()
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OUT FiLE

20th June,

ir,

T have the honorir to refer
to your, letter of' the 9th Fune
enclosing a copy of a protest
from the master of he
Colony Trader" against the
.etcntion of this vessl atGibraltar,

2. This question har been ta enUP With the com petent elaentntente
and a reoly wil1 be cent to you
as soon as possible.

Iam,
Yo ier,

Your obedient

I ,' I

Eervant.

0 it.
/ a . 1 s .:7 c__{'

John C. Eggers, Esq.
Cost Ra R can Consul.te-Gcneral,

95 Gresham weet,
'.1.2.

5I

:.* *1.

1947
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(Minutes.)

I think that the line taken by the Embassy at
Rome in this telegram is very much in consonance with
the views of the Information Policy Department. I
understand that they are trying to place material both
in the British and American press which can then be
used by our Missions abroad for their publicity.
We have already told Paris; this in reply to an enquiry
from them and the copy of that letter (E en. )
is on its way to Rome.

The answer to paia. 3. of this telegram seems to me
to be that. the Embassy have discretion to use the
information available to them about Jewish Illegal
imigration adtivities in order to encourage journalists
to make a story which will be of use to us. Clearly
much will depend on the reliability and affiliations
of the individual journalist. We have already given
Rome some guidance on this point (E /).

As regards the possibility, of inspiring a Times
article, NewsDepartment will be able to tell us what the
prospects are. As a matter of fact, I think we have
sufficient information to provide quite a nice account
of conditions in Italian refugee camps, clandestine
immigration into Italy and illegal departures from the
South. Information Policy Department and News
Department are I believe in touch with M.I.5. in regard
to the furnishing of such material.

Informat on Policy Dept 7
News artment first
Italian Sec ti

(J.G.S.BEITH)
17th June,19.7.

27
30471 IF.O.P f

F'

I
Registry
Number

TELEGRA]

No.

Dated

Received
in Registry

Next Paper.

- - woo- - a 0 , 6 lFALLO I I N C,

jai

r ', .

44 /

I

7;.') 59

((92tj,.

c :.
41

'MI13, 
-

so
OOR&

"

r R%.Ao V 
go 

.

P"

q4I



- 'C CA - %)

9(7~6Z30?

S CJ r£ J

C-4 S

Mn6 

7e

L r-se

s*



DEPAR'i AL

IOREIGN OFIC4.FROM ROM TO
Sir. N. Chres ,
No.1297
12th June, 1947.

): 8.0 p.m. 13th

R: 11.5(:

June,1947

p.m. 15th June,1947

Repeated to Washington
Paris

A A A A

SECRT.

My telegram No.1O98. *

Jewish illegal

We have been giving detailed consideration to the
question of suitable publicity for Italy in the light
of your telegramnlO69 and diplomatic programme in London
press service of June 10t4.

2. We feel that while the two telegrams under
reference provide us with useful talking points they do
not in themselves contain -typical factual information
of Z ionist support for teTnliiTega r

immigration which would enable the press .to build up a
case against the promoting of this traffic.

3. As you are aware we have abundant detailed
material but I am not clear from paragraph 5 of your
telegram '426 to Angora to what extent we can properly
disclose this evidence to journalists and encourage them
to investigate for themselves .lionist activities.
Apart from this any publicity campaign launched here
might run us into a number of dangers.

4. Firstly we should risk falling foul of Italian
Government whose weakness and inefficiency would
inevitably emerge from any form of publicity. We might
ths prejudice our chance of getting even such .
cooperation as has hitherto been for thcoming.
Secondly in disclosing evidence much of which would
inevitably implicate U. L. R. R... and A. J.). C. if only
by inference we should be treading on highly dangerous
ground. In spite of all denials by U...N.R.R.A officials

/of 1 (

0.
Cypher/OTP

IR

Jot.Juf

" ..

4.,..

l'

iigration.
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of [grp undec.], the contribution which these two
erganisations make in practice is open talk and we
are bound to be questioned (c.f. your telegram No.1164
and my telegram N.,1282). -

5. Both of these dangers would be less endd if as
originally suggested in my telegram No.1098 paragraph 4
publicity campaign could be launched in London. The
Italian Governmentwihewould resent thiiliib~ssy' s
initiating the campaign would find it much more
difficult to object to us following up eifquiries
from the Press respecting [gr. miitt ed]in
London while you rather than we would be better able to
judge how far it is safe or desirable to implicate
U. N. R. R.A or A. J.D.C.

6. Would you therefore consider the possibility
of persuading the Times to publish a turn W0.9article
about Jewish illegal immigration with particular
reference to Italy as at present perhaps the worst
centre of the traffic. Such an article should
immediately provoke local comment which we ought to
be able to work up into an effective anti Zionist
Campaign. We suggest the "Times" bI tse it seems
to us important that initial publicity should be
objective rather than sensational.

7. If you think proposal is practicable I venture
to suggest that so far as Italy is concerned the Article
should be:

(A) Highly factual. His Majesty's Government's
attitude is generally known here but statements
unsupported byi!Vidence do not prevoke much sympathy.
We could of course provide you with material of the
type required if necessary.

(B) It should not be too hard en the Italian
Government. The best line from our point of view
would be that the Italian Government were anxious to
stop the traffic and had been helpful in various
instances but there remained much that they could do
and which it was hoped they would do under the new
regime of I.R.O.

(C) Immigrants should be regrded as dupes
who almost deserve our sympathy ( see your telegram
426 to Angora paragraph 2 and paragraph 4) and main
attack must be concentrated on Zionists in the
United States and elsewhere who are abusing the
idea of hospitality to refugees.



(D) Jeish ageng and Zionist .rganis.rs of

trafie aare delibertely fi ingauth.riy of UN,0.

8 My nfoatin Seretary has reeivd request

for assistance in writing up Zienist activities in

this country frm both Italiarant ]t h

joralists which show the dogr" o±ofint rest en the

subjct.I have however told him to hold badk util
we have received answer to this telegram.

Please repeat to Washington and Paris as my telegrams
Nos, 252 and 114 respectiVely.

(Repeated to Yashington and Paris].

[Copy seat to Middle East Seametariat].

I

i
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DEPARTMNlTAL 1N0.Code R

FRG& FOR IG N OFFICE TO ROE

No. 1499

11th July,

RESTRICTED

D. 10.55 a.rm. 15th July, 1947.
1947.

Your telegram No.
immigration].

1297 [of 12th June: Jewish illegal

3er les of 6 articles in "D aily Mail"
migration started on Mord ay, 7th July,
being sent to you.

about Jewish illegal
ard clip-sheets are

51
1

M



Central Office of Information

OVERSEAS PRESS SERVICES

SERVIC.B DATE TRANSMISSION

LONDON PREss NIKIH JULY

DIPLO-TIC PROGR.., li stop MemoranduL; on administration of Palestine under
IHlandate recently handed to United Nations Fact Finding Commi ttee and full text of
which has now been received in London. demonstrates how principal task of Palestine
Govt during past twentyseven years has been holding of balance between twin
obligations imposed by mandate para

Twofold duty imposed by Handate is to promote establish-ent of National Home
for Jewish People in Palestine and administer Palestine in conformity with intcrusts
of population as whole of whom aabs form groat majority para

In no field has it been more difficult for Palestine Govt to hold balance than
in tatof iamigration which has been cause of most radical antagonism between .rabs
Jews para

It was recognised that Jewish immigration was essential to economic development
of National Hale but i-t was obvious that unrestricted Jewish iI:igrat2ion could be
prejudicial to interests of population as whole para

Palestine i:aigration policy was reviewed in White Paper of nineteen thirtyne
and it was decided to be expedient to restrict migration to tote, of sevont rfive
thousand Jews over five year period ending iMy nineteen fortyfour which was l.ator
extended to December nineteen fortyfive to permit completion of seventyfive

thousand quota stop Since then Jewish immigration has been allowed at rate of fifteen

hundred :onthly stop Jewish population in Palestine has increased from eightyfour.

thousand in nineteen twentytwo year when Matndate was approved. by Council League.

Nations to some sixtwofive thousand today which is. about one third of total

population of Palestine para

pile Arab coi:zmunity has c onsistently opposed Jewish immiigration fearing econouic

eclipse followed by political doination comma Zionists notably since adoption of

Biltnore progranr:,o in nineteen fortytwo of unrestricted immigration and establishmentt

of Jewish Commonwealth have set themselves task of circumventing immigration

restrictions by every possible means para

p. t. o.

LONDON PRESS SERVICE AND REGIONAL SERVICES: WELBECK 4420, EXT..736 (Inquiries and Distribution)
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0
This has led to vast organisation of illegal immigration traffic of w h much

has been written and of which there is still more to be revealed but which continues

para

Daily hail is at present publishing series of articles on illegal immigration

iacLet co.piled by investi~gator whosc mission ccram-ia it is stated coma has taken him

to Newyorlk Paris Cairo and who had drawn information from authentic sources stop These

artcles th'O crudd:. liht on unscrupulous intrigues of organisers and untold misries

of vic:ais para

Daily Mail investigator first deals with collection of funds to finance illegal

imiru~tion through. ppcals appearing as full page advertisements in .Aierican press

stop iHo shorp that only soall fraction of dollars subscribed notably by poor Jews

e.f \lowyork tenements is actually devoted to its ostensible purpose stop advertisements s

Say it costs two fifty dollars to uove one concentration camp victim from Europe to

Palestine stop Eut Daily Mail investigator learned that fifty dollars of every two

fifty goes straight to secret funds of terrorist organisation Irgun Zvai Letii and

.much.of remainedoc is pocketcd by middlemen stop Thus gullible donors to these

socalled charity appeals are giving money to get Jews illegally into Palestine but

they are in fact not so much getting Jows into Palestine as helping Jewish

terrorists blow up bridges and shoct eighteen year old British soldiers in back para

It is pointed out that .eorican taxpayers are unwittingly subsidizing this

racket because donations to quote charitable appeals unquote are tax free para

INoxt Daily mail investigator explains how money devoted to financing illegal

iLmigration as distinct from terrorism is used by racketeers to buy old ships all

over world sail thee to iMediterranean often with legal cargoes comma there discharge

crews and place on board Jewish crows or gangs of desperadoes ready to sail any

ship at a price however 'unseaworthy however overcrowded para

among twentyfive ships which reached Palestine waters dash only to be

intercepted by Royal Navy dash during past year Daily rail investigator finds that

:uny flow flag of Panama or Honduras comma two countries which do not subscribe to

Intornat ional Load Line Cnvention Which lays down safety rules for loading stop

In consequence racketeers can cram these ships with human cargoes far beyond safety

margin without regard for passengers or fear of law 'para
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Thus quote Akbel unquote of three hundred tons arrived in Palestine waters

last year with eleven hundred Jovws and bubonic plague stop uoto thina unquote

was so cotton that she sank on way stop R3 dropped fod to her starving

passengers await ing rescue from rocky island stop They were eventually picked up

by Royal Navy para

Of monthly legal inigratioi quota of fifteen hundred seven fifty are drawn

frcaithose interned in Cyprus after failing to land illegally in Palestine stop

In this way half legal quota is taken by people who have forced their way to

front of queue ahead of Jewish families whose undisputed claim has obtained them

legal visa for entry into Palestine para

Daily Mail investigator proceeds to describe process by which illegal

immigrants are induced to risk perilous journey from Central Europe to seaboard

and thence across Mediterranean in holiships para

He says they are victims of highly efficient propaganda machine e of agana

comma militant organ of Jewish _gency stop .gana agents are to be found in all

main centres in :Europe stop Their aia is get as many people as possible into

Palestine stop They choose young strong ien and women comma children and pregnant

mothers as best material with which to build future Jewish State stop They work

on these peoples fears comma paint pictures of co.iing pogroms and declare ti..

for them it is case of Palestine or die para-

Immi rants so beguiled set out at first in thin trickles from towns and

villages or camps all over Europe stop They converge into few main streams akin

for Sweden coma South France coi-mia Delmatia or heel of Italy where they are pickd

up by hell ships para

To get thus far they are beset with desperate adventures stop There is for

example secret crossing of Polish Czochoslovak frontier at dead of night stop

Many of these Jews carry large sums of money stop They are often robbed by bandits

stop Some have been killed stop But adds Daily Mail investigator these hazards are

nothing compared with what aaits theamdash aboard hellships para

END DIPLOMII'TIC PROGE .31,, LPS



Central Office of Information

OVERSEAS PRESS SERVICES

SERVICE- DATE - TRANSMISSION

LONDON PRESS, FOURTLNT H JULY FIVE

DIPLOID.TIC PROGRivfl Epra

LPS Diplomatic Programme ninth July called attention to investigation which Daily

Mail.Correspondent has made into illegal Jewish ilmigration traffic stop Correspondent

found that of dollars subscribed in answer to so-called Charity Appeals advertised

in American press.to get Jews bracket illegally braket into Palestine srmall.part is
devoted to. buying old quote coffin ships unquote for this purpose comma larger part
is paid into secret funds of terrorist organisation Irgun Zvai Leumi but lions share

sticks to pockets: of- rtthless rapacious racketeers para

Series of articles published by Daily Mail contains following description of
typical Mediterranean voyage of one of coffin ships engaged in quote Jew running

unquote para.

Corvette quote : Ulua unquote was bought last Nove&ber frot aS Navy by a Greek.
for eighteen thousand seven fifty pounds stop. Greek resold her to Italian in Jew
running racket fore t hirtyone t housand twofifty pounds spara

Ulua has gross tonnage of eight zero eight and net tonnage of fouronetwo stop

She was intercepted, in P.alestine waters by Royal Navy twentyeighth Fenruary of this
year with thirteen hundred and ninetyeight men women: children on board para

What human cargo of some fourteen hundred in ship of fourhundred net tons means can
best realised by comparison for example with liner Queen Elizabeth para

Queen Elizabeth normally carries twothousand threehundred fifteen passengers stop

If she were packed with people to same density as those fourteenhundred were crammed

on board Ulua she would cdrry onehundred and fortysvern thousand on one voyage para

On .one trip during warwhen Queen Elizabeth was serving as army transport she

carried fifteen thousand seven hundred soldiers stop' They were so closely paoked tiat

they could not all eat or sleep at same time stop Yet each man had nearly ten times

as much room as one passenger in Ulua in voyage which lasted eight weeks in stinkir

suffocating conditions para

When Ulua entered illegal immigrant trade her name was changed to Haim Arlossoroff

stop Under this name she embarked some sixhundred Jewish men women children at

p.t.o.

,t LONDON PRESS SERVICE AND REGIONAL SERVICES: WELBECK 4420, EXT. 736 (Inquiries and Distribution)



Trelleborg Sweden twontyfourth January stop She put in at Havre and then procee4de

to gulf of Taranto in extreme south of Italy stop There she picked up about den

hundred more Jews from beach para

is Ulua neared Palestine waters passengers were kept below deck stop Hot oil

hose was prepared for reception of British boarding party and nuts and bolts piled

on deck as ammunition stop Hagana agents had told Jews before. they sailed for

Palestine that they would be machine -gunned by :British on arrival para

Finally with no food left and water desperately short Ulua was spotted by British

aircraft stop Soon after two British destroyers came. alongside stop. Voyage was over

stop Deluded Jews did not set: foot in Palestine but cmma as Daily Mail investigator

remarks comma profits of racketeers responsible were safe somewhere in background para

Daily Mail Correspondent chose voyage of Ulua for recital not because it was

exceptional but because it was typical stop Ulua was in fact one: of better class

coffin ships stop She is modern whereas .many are old tubs para

Daily Mail Correspondent reports descriptiongiven him by British Army

noncomraissioned officer charged with receiving immigrants who are being transhipped

to Cyprus dash description ,of small boat filled with Jews which was intercepted and

escorted into Haifa harbour para.

Deck of this small boat was so crowded that. it seemed as if some' of people must.

fall into water stop Men women children babes in arms born on voyage and women about

to give premature birth to children owing to their hardships: oomma they had been

twentytwo days at sea in this floating quote slum unquote stop Many were in rags stop

Some were . almost naked stop T here were among t hem . hystericals comma fanatics and

worse- stop There was fever and smallpox on board para

Finally what of conditions in Palestine comma El Dorado to get to which miserable

dupes of Jew. running racketeers. go through hell query It was pointed out to Daily Mail

correspondent by .experienced observer of Middle East who has recently visited Palestine

that by tragic paradox the very evil which so many Jews went to Palestine to escape

has taken root in Palestine itself para

Bands of Jewish youth march along roads in shorts with satchels on their backs

singing patriotic songs displaying all arrogance of race stop Older Jews look on with

dism:a.y stop And then the children stop Their parents have lost control of them; stop

They can only speak Hebrew in which they are taught to shriek parrot like slogans stop

Every Jewish child this observer saw between ages of six and sixteen looked at him with

unconcealed hate stop This experienced observer summed up his impression of this

youthful vision in phrase dash Fascism has come to Palestine para

END DIPLOML&.TIC PROGRAIMv1E LPS



E
PALESTINE

F t~r rQ

UI

1__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

~/C /I

References.

(Print.)

(How disposed of.)

iA~

Next Paper.

$ ~'o 4 5

... 1/

( Alinutes.)

'-
- d

I( I

'I

Wt. 24772/717 17855 10/38 F,0.I'.

".

9i

Registry
Number

FROM

I~
r £

-4. ,?

No.

Dated

Received
in Registry 6

F- -R

S 
0

C

-ti

-I
0

-4

C
w

c,

0

0

C,

0
8

f j3T Yr

" :

r
::

t

-1

--
/' c!_

N

' I

* 9q1

tl(v

d



Ir(--Q~

SECRET

Ref: G165/

- k",L. )

/5

/47

Dear Department,

BRITISH EMBASSY,

WASHINGTON 8, D. C.

6th June 1947

24/3.
3

Please refer to our letter G124/-/47 (now
numbered G165/3/47) of the 16th May about applications
from various firms and individuals for British approval
for permanent Honduranian registry for ships under
their control.

r

N

C. -

further
with th
Service
ships t

Since writing this
applications, all

e Shipping Attache
Representative who

o his head office.

we
of
and
ha

have had a
which have
with the

Ls reported

number of
been discussed

local Security
all of these

These ships are:

1. CITY OF ATHENS. 15,000 tons; owned by the
Compagnia de Navegacion de Honduras; run by the
American Mediterranean Steamship Line; agents,
Gratsos Bros. She will carry passengers and cargo
between Athens, Genoa and New York. Approval given.

2. MITCHELL A. PALMER
REBECCA BOONE
DOLLY MADISON

Liberty ships of 7191 tons; owned by the Honduras
Steamship Company; agents Suwannee Fruit & Steamship
Company of Jacksonville, Fla. The first is under
charter to Lamport & Holt for the South America
trade. The other two are under charter to the French

/GovernmentEastern Department,
Foreign Office,
London, S.W.l.
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Government for the carriage of coal from U.S. ports

to France. A written undertaking was given by the

Suwannee Fruit & Steamship Company that these ships

would not be used in the Mediterranean unless the

French Government required that the coal should be

unloaded in a French Mediterranean port rather than,

as expected, at an English Channel port. The firm

undertook to keep the Embassy informed of their future

plans for these ships. Approval given.

3. The FLORESTA. See correspondence ending with

Foreign Office telegram No.5240 of 29th May.
Approval given.

4. The rail ferry boats GRAND HAVEN and HENRY M.

FLAGLER operated by the West India Fruit & Steamship

Company between West Palm Beach and Havana. Approval
given.

5. Ex U.S. Naval vessel LCI-651 of 400 tons gross;

owned by the Caribbean Shipping Company, who have

stated in writing that she is being converted to carry

fruit and general cargo in the Gulf of Mexico and

Caribbean areas. Their letter contains an assurance

that the vessels will not be used in any illicit

traffic or outside the area specified. Approval given.

6. The WIALI (ex Naval XYF-49) and the ex Naval

Yacht MA RNELL, not yet renamed. Gross tonnages 261

and 254 respectively. They are owned by the West Indies

America Line Inc. and are stated to be destined for

general cargo trade in the Caribbean. They will be

based at Tampa and will travel to Cuba and Jamaica.

The owners have not yet decided what registry 
these

two ships are to have, but will probably 
choose either

Panamanian or Honduranian. The Shipping Attache is

making enquiries about these vessels and 
a decision

has not yet been taken.

7. Motor vessel FIFTY-TWO MILES (ex U.S. Naval

Vessel SC-689);

Motor vessel ARAWAK II (ex Naval Vessel

PSC-1381) ;
/and



and the privately owned YMS-108 (ex U.S. Naval
Vessel not yet renamed).

They are owned by the Harrisville Combing Mills Inc.

of Rhode Island. The first two are stated to be in
use for the transportation of supplies from Florida
to a dairy and poultry farm owned by Eleuthera Ltd.

at Hatchet Bay, Eleuthera, Bahamas, a Bahaman
corporation whose stock is owned by the Harrisville
Combing Mills Inc. They will also be used, it is

stated, as will also the YMS-108, for the transportation
of the produce of the farm to Nassau. The Governor
of the Bahamas has written to the Embassy to say that

he believes Mr. Austin T. Levy, President .of the

Harrisville Combing Mills Inc., to be a person of the 8

highest integrity.

The Security Service Representative has been

informed by his head office that there is no adverse

information concerning this firm or the ships. We
are awaiting a report on the firm from the Consulate-

General in Boston and for some further details and

a guarantee about their future use from the Vice-

Consulateat Jacksonville. Approval has therefore
not yet been given. o

8. .S. CORTES
GUAYAQUIL
ELISA

Refrigerated ships of about 1000 tons; operated by

the Tropical Fruit Company of Guayaquil between the

ports of New Orleans, La., and Guayaquil. These ships

are stated to be for exclusive use in the importation

of bananas. H.M. Consul-General in New Orleans has

been asked to ascertain whether the ships are 
what

they are stated to be and to obtain an 
assurance from

the New Orleans branch of the firm that they 
will not

be used outside the western hemisphere. Approval has

not yet been given.

/In



ai~u

In the cases where approval has already been
given, the Honduranian Ambassador in Washington has

been informed of the fact by telephone and the
Consular Officer in charge of the area from which
the application was made has been instructed to
inform the applicant by telephone that this has been
done.

Yours ever,

CHANCERY

+ .
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141 (275/21/47)

C ;are8iS Majesty's d at Madrid
parents his compiments to p3.F

and has the honour to transmit to r e

documents.

British......b..aaY....

..... Madrid..... -

Referene t94.7..

Reference to previous correspondence: - -

Madrid
22nd,

letter -to Eastern Department.
1947 (2751 14/47)

~eson t-on of Enclosure.

of May

Name and Date. Subject.

Translation of Note
Verbale No. 354 from
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs,of the 27th
May, 1947.

Coal bunkering
facilities for
ships. engaged in
illegal Jewish
immigration to
denied.

be

M79A [326781 (8)

(o

3479A [825781 (8)



TRANSLATION

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

'NOTE VE RBA LE

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs present their compliments

to H.B.M. .Ebassy and with regard to the Babassy's Note Verbale No. .475

of the 22nd instant requesting that any ship arriving at a Spanish port

suspected of being involved in illegal Jewish immigration should not be .

given coal bunkering facilities, with special reference to the s.5.

"OII TRAIER have the honour to inform them that in accordance with

the ihbassy's wishes, the necessary instructions have been issued to the

competent Spanish authorities as desired.

Madrid, 27th May, 1947.
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Lno British Enbass ,r

LISBON.rZ

183/32/47N 7th June, 1947.

Your telegram No. 32l of the 3rd June about the S.S. "Paducah".

You will have received as our telegram No. 35 Saving a repeat-

of your telegram to the Consul at Ponta Delgada in the Azores, asking him

to do what he could to obstruct or delay the "Paducah' s" voyage. He will

of course help to the best of his ability, but Fayal is nearly 200 miles by

sea from Ponta Delgada and inter-island communications of every kind are bad.

I hope you will agree to our not making an official approach

to the Prtuguese Government. As you know (see inter alia our despatch no.

4-K22 46117 of the 2nd June and Robin Hooper' s Top Secret letter no. M.S.364/3/47 of

e the 19th April to John Beith), the Portuguese are not enthusiastic about the

ALPS idea of stretching their authority to delay these ships, which they regard

as pointless and likely to cause them trouble. They would be unlikely to

take any effective action in this case and we would prefer on the whole to

save our fire -for cases in which we have a reasonable chance of getting them

to do something. (3 0/3/ 7>

In your despatch no.134 of the 10th May, you told us that "even

a short delay is of assistance to H.M.G. though of course the longer a vessel

can be immobilised the better". It would be very helpful to us both in

making representations to the Portuguese Government and also .in impressing

on Consuls the importance and urgency of the action which from time to time

we have to instruct them to take, if you could give us an explanation which

we could pass on of just howthese delays help.

One final point -- In your telegram no. 3Q8 you instructed us to

ask the ?rtuguese Government to deny bunkers to suspect ships. -Unless you

tell us to the contrary, we do not intend to communicate the whole list of

suspects to the Portuguese authorities, who would conveniently forget about

it, but to make representations as cases arise.

Yours sincerely,

I00

I.P. Garran, Esq.,

Foreign Office,
London, S.W.1.
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Mr. Garran.

inconveniences of this traffic helps to

defer the intending passengers.

I entirely agree with your final para

It would be undesirable to give the

Portuguese authorities copies of the whole

list of suspect shipping. gratin is,
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Restricted.

Dr

Mr. Stirling,
H. M.Embassy,

Lisbon.

Will you please refer to your letter

183/132/47 of 7th June in which you asked

for guidance on the way in which it helps

H.M.Government to secure even a short delay

in the movements of a ship engaged in

the illegal immigration traffic.

All por information goes to- show that

the plans ofl the organisation behirid the

Jewish illegal irnmigraton racket ar

carefully laid. e c ve illeg1

immigrants ar o g for ard accor ing to

a de-i-ri*e time table and passed from camp

to camp until they reach the coast to be

embarked on A specific vessel. Every time a

ship is delayed, the plans of the organisa-

tion are upset, their expenses are in-

creased and they are faced with the problem

of concealing, housing and feeding some

hundreds of would-be passengers until

another ship can be produced. For example,

when the S.S."President Warfield" had been

delayed for a couple of weeks, several

hundred Jews in Italy were informed that

their journey had been indefinitely postpone

Anything which adds to the difficulties and

G.o

.
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An important practical consideration is,

of course, that all illegal immigrants whO
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involve H.M.Govt. in considerable expense for

their maintenance quite apart from the trouble
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Will you please refer to your letter
June in which you asked for guidance

ch it helps His Majesty's Government t
hort delay in the movements of a ship

illegal immigration traffic.
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on the way in
o secure even
engaged in

All our information goes to show that the plans of
the organisation behind the Jewish illegal immigration
racket are fairly carefully laid. A large proportion,
at any rate of the prospective illegal immigrants are
brought forward from Central Europe according to a time
table and passed from camp to camp until they reach the
coast to be embarked on specific vessels. Every time
a ship is delayed, the plans of the organisation
their expenses are increased and they are faced
problem of concealing, housing and feeding someI
of would-be passengers until another ship can be
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An important practical consideration is,. of course,
that all illegal immigrants who through our interception
in Palestine territorial waters and transfer to Cyprus for
detention involve His Majesty's Government in considerable
expense for their maintenance quite apart from the trouble
that they cause.

I entirely agree with your fi al paragraph.
be undesirable to give the Portuguese authorities

of the whole list of suspect shipping.
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(P. Garran)
C.N. Stirling,

Lisbon.
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I Parliamentary Question
5. Commander Noble,-To ask the Parliamentary Secretary to the Admiralty, whether he

is aware that Jewish terrorists have acquired ex-Royal naval craft for gun-running
and immigrant-carrying purposes ; and what steps are taken to prevent these craft

being acquired for illegal purposes. [ednesday 11th June.]

"Y11
Ex-Naval Vessels (Use)

82. Commander Noble asked the Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Admiralty
whether he is aware that Jewish terrorists
have acquired ex-Royal Navy craft for
gun-running and irimigrant-carrying pur-
poses; and what steps are taken to prevent
these craft being acquired for illegal pur-
poses.

Mr. Dugdale: It is possible that certain
firms which have in the past bought ex-
Naval vessels may be concerned in carry-
ing illegal immigrants-though not so far
as I know in gun-running. No ex-Royal
Navy ships are being or have been used
by them for this purpose. I may add that
no- ex-Naval ships are now permitted to
be -sold to foreign firms.
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Ex-Naval Vessels (Use)

82. Commander Noble asked the Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Admiralty
whether he is aware that Jewish terrorists
have acquired ex-Royal Navy craft for
gun-running and immigrant-carrying pur-
poses; and what steps are taken to prevent
these craft being acquired for illegal pur-
poses.

Mr. Dugdale: It is possible that certain
firms which have in the past bought ex-
Naval vessels may be concerned in carry-
ing illegal immigrants-though not so far

as I know in gun-running. No ex-Royal
Navy ships are being or have been used
by them for this purpose. I may add that
no ex-Naval ships are now permitted to
be sold to foreign firms.
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Mr. Evans and I saw Sqi
Mr. Landy on 23rd June at t
Evans explained that the le
necessarily as binding as wv

a bond to be given by each
Messrs. Fleming and Largy.
suggestion, and the former
prefer to resign from the b
involved in a guarantee of
both asked us to produce a
possible so that they could

Af.Y I /.J-E v

.104 (AM/9

uadron Leader Fleni.ng and
he Foreign Office. Mr.
tter within was not
e might wish, and suggested
of the five partners.
d.d not weldorde this
in particular said he would
business rather than be
this kind. Finally, they
form of words as soon as
consider it.

2. Mr. Evans has now prepared the attached bond for

consideration by the Illegal Immnigration Committee
tomorrow. If the Committee agree that we should

exact a bond of this kind, we shall have to communicat

it to the Company. It does not, however, look as if

the latter would be willing to sign a bond like this.

3. I shall suggest that the Committee consider also

what our attitude should be if the partners refuse to

give a bond as required. If we,for our part, refuse

to withdraw our objections to Panamanian registration

and to the departure of the ship except on receipt of

a bond, the owners may try to raise the matter in

parliament, or even to take legal action against us

for the expenses they will be involved in by keeping

the ship inactive. I am sending a copy of the bond

to Messrs. Higham and Evershed.

(J.G. Beith).

ne Aq,
24th June 19417.
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COPY
5185/84/31

COMPANIA MARITIMA
(Registered

GEO JUNIOR S.A.,
in Panama)

STEAMSHIP OWNERS AND SHIPBROKERS.

General Agents:

TILL COMPANY LTD.

Head Office:
52, Nach. Benjamin Str.
P.O.B.550. Phone 5487.
Cables: TILL, Tel Aviv.
TNL AVIV, (Palestine)

Branches:

Jerusalem nd Haifa.

Agents In U.K. :
TILL CO. (England) LTD.

78, New Oxford Str.,
LONDON, W.C.1.

Phones: MUSeum 9351-2

HI/FL 17th June, 1947.

Eastern Branch,
Foreign Office,
Whitehall,
LONDON, 8.W.1.

Dear Sirs,

As. requested by' you to the Directors
of our Company at yesterday's meeting with
your Mr. Beith, we hereby desire to confirm
and undertake that the .ship known as
s.s."Lucia" owned by our Company, will only
be used for regular authorised trade, for
passengers and freight, and will not in any
way be used for illegal immigration to
Palestine* .- ' t

We also
should we at
ship.

undertake to keep you informed
any time propose selling this

/In

7

r.wri



Y 4 1q

In view of the foregoing, would you
kindly write the Pananian Consul, correcting
the impression previously given.

Yours- faithfully,
CMPANIA MARITIMA GEDOJUNIOR, S.A.

Directors.

Sir W.H.Thomas, Kt.K.B.E.

S/Ldr. E.L.Fleming, K.C., M.P.

Mr. W.N. Williams.

r. 
rMr. R.ILandy

Mr. I. Beitely.
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Minutes.

MARITIMA GEOJUNIOR,
(REGISTERED IN PANAMA)

STEAMSHIP OWNERS

17th June,
eeI gent': "'

TILL COMPANY LTD.

Head Office :

52, Nach. Benjamin Str.

P.O.B. 550. Phone 5487.

Cables : TILL, Tel Aviv.

TEL AVIV, (Palestine)

Branches:

Jerusalem and Haifa.

Agents In U.K.:

TILL CO. (England) LTD.

78, New Oxford Str.,

LONDON, W.C.I.

Phones: MUSeum 9351-2.

Eastern Branch,
Foreign Office,
Whit eh 11 1
LONTDCTT, s. 1

4-

F'
. ~~.

/z1 (MT
.NA:

Dear Sirs,

As
Company a
we hereby
ship kno:
will only
a ssenger

used for

requested by you to the lrectors of- oir
t yesterday's meeting with your Mr . Beith,
desire to confirm and undertake that the

n as s .s . "Luc i." owned by our Company,
be used .or regular authorised trade, for

s and fre i ght, and will lnot in any way be
illegal immigration to Palestine.

ye also undertake to keep you informed
should we at any tire propose selling this ship.

In
-e tethe

previouslV

view of the foregoing, would
Panamian Consul,. correcting

given.

you
the

kindly
impression

C OIvPANIA
Yours faithfully,
MARITIME GEOJUNIOR, S .A:.

Directors.

Sir W.M.Thomas,

S/Ldr. E .L .Fleming,

Mr . W.N. Willims.

Mr. H. Landy.

Mr. I. Beitely.

Kt.K .B. E

K .C .,1'.

J4/

J/I
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AND SHIPBROKERS.

1947.
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Y 8THIS BOND w

at .

bind ourselves

jointly and severally to fis Majesty's Government for the

payment to them of the sum Of

Sealed with wr seals thiO the day of

NOW THE ABOYE WRITTEN LIGATION is conditioned to
voi

be bend in case
..- afbi6mero

- the ship known as 88. *UOA/OeWned by the

COMPANIA MARITIMA GEOJURIO, 8. A., aors and ship brokers,

shall at all times hereafter when s the said COMPANIA

MARITZMA GEOJUNIOR, be used osly for seum aathellse

trade forpassasgers and freight/ands hall not in any way be

used for the purposes of legal immigration into Paleettn4,er

I. the .. obIig.tors shall at times keep His

Majesty'a Ge at informed of any a nations by the

OPANIA RITIMA GEOJUNIOR, 1. transfer e wre of the

said ..LUCIA'.

Signed, sealed and deliveRed

by the above named tt "

In the presence of

(J ,G~ao~dcjutt v -~ 7LA'10-
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Majesty's Representative at Rome presents his compliments

to the Secretary of State for Foreign

transmit herewith copy of the under-mentioned

British Embassy,

Rome, June 6th

Affairs, and has the honour to

, 194 7.

Reference to previous despatch:

/ /
I JU2N 2

From Foreign Office: Telegram No. 1127 of 30th May

Description of Enclosure.

Name and Date.

Copy of
General
Affairs

letter to Secretary'
of Ministry of Fore:
dated June 6th 1947

Illegal Jewish Immigration.

(13191) Wt.42998/3052 5,000 1/40 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685

237

Subject.

I

1947.



COPY. BRITISH EMBASSY,

ROME.

June 6th 1947.

As you will recall, you informed me on

the 20th May that the ship "ANAL" had been allowed

to sail from Palermo, but that, as a result 
of

instructions issued by the competent Ministry, 
her

bunkers had previously been inspected, and that

she had only been supplied with sufficient additional
coal to reach Tunis.

2. It was therefore with the greatest surprise

that I learnt that on the 31st May the "Anal" had

arrived at Haifa in Palestine, without having 
put in

at any intermediate port of call, and still carrying

her complement of 375 illegal Jewish immigrants.

Apparently, as a result of failure by the Italian

port authorities to detect the full stocks of coal

which she ws already carrying, the ship succeeded

in obtaining suff-icient additional coal at Palermo

to enable her to complete her journey to Palestine.

3. I cannot disguise from you the fact that

this incident has been a shock to His Maesty
t 5

Government. Not only were the British authorities

wrongly informed that the "Anal" could not reach

Palestine without refuelling, but the supply of coal

at Palermo granted to this ship, which was openly

engaged in the illegal traffic of Jews, contributed

directly to the arrival of a new contingent of illegal

immigrants in Palestine, to the detriment of the

situation there and the embarrassment of British
interests.

4. I am of course fully aware that it was

contrary to the policy of the Italian Government

for the ship thus to have been enabled to r each

Palestine, and I am confident that I can count on you

to arrange for an immediate enquiry into the causes

of failure by the port authorities concerned to take

adequate action. At the same time I have been instructed

to urge that every precaution be taken in future to

ensure thorough inspection of the bunkers of suspect ships.

NOEL CHARLES.


